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Personalia:

Full  name : Wojciech Grzegorz Polak
Home address : Goosse van der Windstraat 59
City + Zip code : 3062 XM Rotterdam
Telephone no. : +31 10-8480113 (home)
Cellular phone : +31 614112717
Date of birth : May 22, 1967
Place of birth : Wrocław, Poland
Sex : Male
Marital status : Married, 3 children

Current position and Office Address:

Hepatobiliary and Transplant Surgeon
Surgical Director of Liver Transplant Program

Department of Surgery
Section Hepatobiliary and Transplant Surgery
Erasmus MC, University Medical Center Rotterdam
P.O. Box 2040
3000 CA Rotterdam
The Netherlands (NL)

Telephone no. : +31 10 7032618
Fax no. : + 31 10 7035058
E-mail : w.polak@erasmusmc.nl

Education:

1986 : Graduation High School No 7, Wroclaw, Poland 
1986-1992 : Start medical study. Wroclaw Medical University, Wroclaw,   
    Poland
June 1992 : Graduated as Medical Doctor (M.D.) (cum laude)
April 1996 : First Grade of Specialization in General Surgery  
March 1998 : Graduation as Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.), Wroclaw Medical 

  University, Wroclaw, Poland
April 2000 : Second Grade of Specialization in General Surgery (with 
   honors) 
March 2003 : Specialization in Transplant Surgery (Poland)
November 2003 : Specialization in Vascular Surgery (Poland)
September 2007   : European Specialization in Transplant Surgery (EBS)
February 2008 : Habilitation (Associated Professorship in Surgery); Wroclaw 

  Medical University, Wroclaw, Poland
June 2008 : Graduation as Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.), University in  

  Groningen, Groningen, the Netherland

mailto:w.polak@erasmusmc.nl
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Clinical Training and Experience:

September 1992 : Postgraduate Surgical Training 
  Institute of 1st Surgery Pathology, University of Catania, Italy

Oct. 1992-Dec.1993 : Postgraduate Medical Internship 
Klinikum Innenstadt, Ludwig-Maximilians-University, Munich,  
Germany 

Jan. 1994-Sept. 1994 : House Officer 
  Emergency Department, Municipal Hospital, Wroclaw, Poland 

Oct. 1994-Apr. 2000 : Surgical Residency
Department  of  Vascular,  General  and  Transplant  Surgery,  University
Hospital,  Wroclaw,  Poland  (Head:  K.  Skóra,  M.D.,  Ph.D.  Professor  of
Surgery)

Apr. 2001-Apr. 2003 : Liver Transplant and Hepatobiliary Fellowship
Department  of  Surgery,  Division  of  Hepatobiliary  Surgery  and  Liver
Transplantation,   University Hospital, Groningen, the Netherlands
(Head: M.J.H. Slooff, M.D., Ph.D. Professor of Surgery)

Aug. 2003-Sept. 2006 : Staff Surgeon
Department  of  Vascular,  General  and  Transplant  Surgery,  University
Hospital,  Wroclaw,  Poland  (Head:  P.  Szyber,  M.D.,  Ph.D.  Professor  of
Surgery)

Oct. 2006-July 2009 : Staff Surgeon
Department  of  Surgery,  Division  of  Hepatobiliary  Surgery  and  Liver
Transplantation,    University  Hospital,  Groningen,  the  Netherlands
(Head: M.J.H. Slooff, M.D., Ph.D. Professor of Surgery until August 2007
and from September 2007 R.J. Porte M.D., Ph.D. Professor of Surgery)

Sept. 2009-now : Staff Surgeon
  Department of Surgery, Section of Hepatobiliary Surgery and  
  Transplantation,   Erasmus MC, University Medical Center Rotterdam,  
  Rotterdam, the Netherlands (Head: J.N.M. Ijzermans, M.D., Ph.D.   
  Professor of Surgery)

Registrations, board certificates and specializations

Registration as a physician (Poland) Nr 3453839 from 15.11.2001
Diploma of first degree specialty in general surgery (Poland) Nr 2960/1996 from 10.04.1996
Diploma  of  second  degree  specialty  in  general  surgery  (Poland)  32626/4/I/2000  from
12.04.2000
Board Certificate in Vascular Surgery (Poland)   Nr 0736/ 2A8.2/14 from 26.11.2003
Board Certificate in Clinical Transplantation (Poland)   Nr 0761/2 003.1/44 from 07.07.2003
Registration  in  Dutch  Healthcare  Professionals  register (BIG  register,  the  Netherlands)  Nr
59054677301 from 02.10.2006
Board Certificate in Surgery (the Netherlands) (Medisch Specialiste Registratie Commisie) from
08.02.2007
Fellow of the European Board of Surgery (UEMS) in Transplant Surgery from 30.09.2007
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Honorary Diploma of the European Board of Surgery (UEMS) in Hepatopancreatobiliary Surgery
from 24.04.2015

Courses:

October 1996 : Hands-on course on access for hemodialysis, Warsaw, Poland

December 2001 : European Transplant Fellow Workshop, Zurich, Switzerland 

October 2003 : Hesperis Course (Advanced Training in Organ Transplantation), 
May 2004   Basel, Switzerland (I part), Berlin, Germany (II part)

April 2004 : European Donor Surgery Masterclass, Leiden, the Netherlands

March 2009 : Evidence in Transplantation, London, United Kingdom 

November 2009 : Hand-assisted retroperitoneoscopic donor nephrectomy course,  
  Rotterdam, the Netherlands

November 2010 : 5th International Course of European School of Surgical  
  Ultrasonography, Milan, Italy

September 2012 : 4th Split Liver Course of European Liver and Intestine Transplantation   
   Association, Ghent, Belgium

February 2013 : Program for the Advancement of Therapy in Hepatocellular Carcinoma, 
  BCLC, Barcelona, Spain

December 2014 : 1st ILCA School of Liver Cancer, New York, USA

Scientific Research Training:

Oct. 1994-Oct. 1997 : Ph.D. Graduation Study
  Department of Vascular, General and Transplant Surgery, University  

Hospital,  Wroclaw,  Poland  (Head:  K.  Skóra,  M.D.,  Ph.D.  Professor  of
Surgery)
Title  thesis: Influence  of  immunosuppressive  drugs  on  liver
regeneration after partial hepatectomy in rats - experimental studies.

April 2003-June 2003 : Research fellowship
Department  of  Surgery,  Division  of  Hepatobiliary  Surgery  and  Liver
Transplantation,    University  Hospital,  Groningen,  the  Netherlands
(Head: M.J.H. Slooff, M.D., Ph.D. Professor of Surgery)
Subject: Outcome  of  liver  transplantation  in  children  with  low  body
weight.

April 2000-present : Primary an co-investigator of several research projects in the field of 
  Organ Transplantation.

March 2018 : Basic course on Regulations and Organisation for clinical investigators –
  BROK certificate
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Research projects, Grants and Awards:

- Research Grant KBN 4 P05C 025 18. State Committee for Scientific Research, Poland, 
2000-2001. Use of fresh arterial allografts in the treatment of vascular prosthesis 
infection. 

- Research Grant KBN 2 P05C 015 29. State Committee for Scientific Research, Poland, 
2005-present. The influence of donor brain death, organ preservation and reperfusion 
on gene expression and tissue activation in transplanted kidney.

- Research Grant KBN 2 P05B 165 29. State Committee for Scientific Research, Poland, 
2005-present. Structural and immunological changes in transplant kidney – the influence
of cold and warm ischaemia, and reperfusion. 

- Research Grant KBN 2 P05B 158 29. State Committee for Scientific Research, Poland, 
2005-present. The assessment of immunological status of the renal allograft recipients 
with non-invasive monitoring of cellular alloreactivity.

- ESOT Novartis Study Grant Edition 7, 2006
- Team Prize “Pro transplantationibus fovendis” of the Polish Transplantation Society, 

2009
- Research project „Tolerable” 2011-2014 – Transplantation-association liver 

regeneration and biliary ischemia Erasmus MC Rotterdam 
- International research project “PROTON” 2012-2014 – Prothrombin Complex 

Concentrate in the Reduction of Blood Loos during Orthotopic Liver Transplantation
(principal investigator)

- International research project D-HOPE-DCD (2015-now) Dual Hypothermic Oxygenated 
Perfusion of DCD Liver Grafts in Preventing Biliary Complications After Transplantation 
(local investigator)

- International research project HOPE (from 2018) HOPE for Human Extended Criteria 
and Donation After Brain Death Donor (ECD-DBD) Liver Allografts (HOPE-ECD-DBD) 
(principal investigator)

Teaching experience:

Wroclaw Medical University, Wroclaw, Poland

Apr 1996-Sept.1997 : Tutor, medical students. Year 4.
Oct. 1997-Mar. 2001 : Lecturer, medical students. Year 4
Aug. 2003-Sept. 2006 : Senior Lecturer, medical students (+ English Division). Year 4.

Faculty of Medicine, University of Groningen, Groningen, the Netherlands

Jan 2008-July 2009 : Tutor, medical students. Trimester 3.2

Faculty of Medicine, Erasmus University Rotterdam, Rotterdam, the Netherlands

Sept. 2009-now : Tutor, medical students. Trimester 3.2
Sept. 2009-now : Supervisor, surgical residents year 1-6
April 2017-now : Supervisor, clinical fellows (UEMS accredited center for Transplant and

  HPB surgery)

National and international teaching activities:

1996-2006 : The Annual Regional Transplant Coordinator Course for Lower Silesia, 
    Poland (organizer and lecturer)
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December 2009   : Faculty speaker and tutor at the Donor Surgery Masterclass, Leiden, the
    Netherlands

June 2010 : Faculty speaker at the Transplant Academy of Polish Transplant 
   Association, Rotterdam, the Netherlands  

October 2010 : Faculty speaker at the European Transplant Fellow Workshop, Lyon,  
  France

December 2011   : Faculty speaker and tutor at the Donor Surgery Masterclass, Leiden,
the  
    Netherlands

March 2012 : Faculty speaker at the Transplant Academy of Polish Transplant 
   Association, Rotterdam, the Netherlands  

June 2012   : Tutor at the European Donor Surgery Masterclass + Basic  Course on  
    the Split Liver, Leiden, the Netherlands

October 2012   : Faculty speaker and tutor at the  International Masterclass open and 
    laparoscopic liver resection-surgical technique, Rotterdam, the  
    Netherlands

June 2013   : Tutor at the European Donor Surgery Masterclass + Basic Course on 
    the Split Liver, Leiden, the Netherlands

November 2013 : Faculty speaker and tutor at the  International Masterclass open and 
    laparoscopic liver resection-surgical technique, Rotterdam, the  
    Netherlands

June 2014   : Tutor at the European Donor Surgery Masterclass + Basic Course on 
    the Split Liver, Leiden, the Netherlands

July 2014 – now : Visiting Professor at the  State Medical University, Tbilisi, Georgia
March 2015  : Faculty speaker at the 1st Basic Course in Liver Transplantation, Milan, 

  Italy

June 2015 : Faculty speaker and tutor at the European Donor Surgery Masterclass 
    + Basic Course on the   Split Liver, Leiden, the Netherlands

June 2016      : Faculty speaker at the 1st Maastricht EAHPBA Postgraduate HPB       
  Course, Maastricht, the Netherlands

October 2016  : Faculty speaker at the 2nd  Basic Course in Liver Transplantation,
    Rotterdam, the Netherlands

February 2017 : Faculty speaker and tutor at the European Donor Surgery Masterclass 
    + Basic Course on the   Split Liver, Leiden, the Netherlands

May 2017 : Faculty speaker and tutor at Hesperis Course, Rome Italy

February 2018 : Faculty speaker and tutor at the European Donor Surgery Masterclass 
    + Basic Course on the   Split Liver, Leiden, the Netherlands
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Organization International Meetings:

- Annual Polish-German Vascular Surgeons Meeting (1994-2006)
- 6th European Transplant Fellow Workshop, Wroclaw, Poland, December 16-18, 2005
- 4th European Transplant Coordinator Meeting, Wroclaw, Poland, June 7-9, 2006
- 12th European Transplant  Fellow Workshop,  Rotterdam,  the  Netherlands, October 7-9,

2011 
- 2nd  Basic  Course  in  Liver  Transplantation  and  3rd Hepatologist  in  Liver  Transplant

Program,  Rotterdam, the Netherlands
- Symposium on the Current and Future Perspectives in the Primary Liver Tumors, 

August 31-September1, 2017, Rotterdam, the Netherlands

Reviewer For Medical Journals:

Editorial Board

- World Journal of Gastroenterology (2005-2012)
- Interventional Medicine & Applied Science (2009-now)
- Annals of Transplantation (2017-now)
- Surgery, Gastroenterology and Oncology (2017-now)

Regular reviewer for:

- Annals of Transplantation
- Annals of Surgery
- American Journal of Transplantation
- British Journal of Surgery
- Canadian Medical Association Journal
- Clinical Transplantation
- Digestive Diseases and Sciences
- Digestive Surgery
- HPB
- Journal of American College of Surgeons
- Journal of Transplantation
- Liver Cancer
- Liver Transplantation
- Transplant International
- Transplantation
- Transplantation Immunology
- Transplantation Direct

Activity In Medical Societies

- Editor-in-Chief of the Education Committee Newsletter (2006-2011)
- Member of Education Committee of the European Society for Organ Transplantation 

(2011-2015)
- Chair of the European Transplant Fellow Workshop (2011-2015)
- Board Member of the European Liver and Intestine Transplant Association  (2013-2014)
- Secretary of the European Liver and Intestine Transplant Association - (2014-now)
- Chair of the Basic Course in Liver Transplantation (2015-now)
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- Vice-Chair of Education Committee of the European Society for Organ Transplantation 
(2015-now) – from May 2018 Chair

- Member of the Education Committee of European-African Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary 
Association (2017-now)

- Examiner at the UEMS exams for Transplantation Surgery and HPB Surgery 

Membership of Scientific Societies:

1996 Association of Polish Surgeons
1996 The Polish Transplantation Society
1997 European Society for Organ Transplantation
1997 International Society for Organ Donation & Procurement
1998 The Transplantation Society 
1998 International Liver Transplantation Society
2001 European Liver and Intestine Transplantation Association
2007 American Society of Transplantation 
2009 Dutch Transplantation Society 
2010 International Hepatobiliary Association
2010 European-African Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary Association
2013 International Liver Cancer Association

Other Professional Activities

- Member of the Dutch Advisory Board for Organ Procurements (2010-2012)
- Member of the Dutch Advisory Board for Liver Transplantation (2010-2018)
- Vice-Chair of the Dutch Advisory Board for Liver Transplantation (2018-now)
- Member of the Union of Medical Specialist (2010-now)
- Member of the Dutch Hepatocellular Carcinoma Group (2012-now)
- Delegate of the Erasmus MC Liver Transplant Center at the Eurotransplant (2015-now)
- Development  and support  of  the  liver  transplant  program  from  deceased donors   –

Almaty, Kazakhstan (July 2013-now)
- Development  and  support  of  hepatopancreatobiliary  program  and  liver  transplant

program Tbilisi, Georgia (April 2014-2017) 
- Representative  of  Dutch  Transplant  Society  at  the  Section  of  Transplant  Surgery,

European Union of Medical Specialist (2017-now)
- Rotterdam Knowledge Ambassador (2017-now)

Additional information:

Languages  :

Polish – mother tongue
English – fluent
Dutch – fluent
German – good
Russian – basic

Interests  :
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Climbing Hiking, skiing, diving, bicycling, history

References:

J.N.M.  IJzermans,  M.D.,  Ph.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery.  Department  of  Surgery,  Division  of
Hepatopancreatobiliary   and  Transplant  Surgery,  Erasmus  MC,
University Medical Center Rotterdam, Rotterdam, the Netherlands

R.J.  Porte,  M.D.,  Ph.D.,  Professor of Surgery Department of Surgery,  Division of Hepatobiliary
Surgery and Liver Transplantation, University Hospital, Groningen, the
Netherlands

Piotr Szyber, M.D., Ph.D. Professor of Surgery, Department of Vascular, General and Transplant
Surgery, University Hospital, Wroclaw, Poland
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